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Jesus the Revolutionary
By Jon W. Quinn

Our world has witnessed many revolutions, but none quite so profound
as that which divided human history itself into two parts: B.C. and A.D. Very
seldom have there been bloodless revolutions, and this one was not entirely
bloodless either. Jesus shed His own blood to bring about needed change. But
it is important to understand the kind of revolution Jesus brought about.

It was not a political revolution at all. Some of the disciples had wanted
that kind of revolution. They wanted a revolt against Rome. But that is not
what Jesus’ mission was all about. The church’s business is not political, at
least not if that church is faithful to the Lord’s purpose. Neither is it economic
or cultural in nature. It was not a social revolution. Today many religious
leaders emphasize these things, but Jesus did not. Changes may be needed in
these areas, but that is not why Jesus died on the cross.

Jesus’ mission had to do with sin. It was sin that estranged men and
women from God, and is the origin of all kinds of problems, including ultimate
separation from God which is eternal death (Romans 6:23). Jesus’ birth began
a sequence leading unto salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21). He lived His life and
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then gave His life to save the lost (Matt. 18:11). His blood was shed for the
forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:28).

You see, Jesus had to do with reforming what was inside of us. To
change hearts and lives. To prepare us for life, for death, and for life
everlasting.

Our Seventy Years in Babylon
“...(we) desire a better country, that is a heavenly one"
Jeremiah 29:1-14
By Jon W. Quinn

The people of Judah had rebelled against the principles upon which their
nation had been founded and fallen from grace. Judah had turned its back
upon God and rejected any attempt by those sent to her to call her back. As
promised, God withdrew His protection from her. He had warned that if His
people became faithless that He would employ a pagan power to conquer
them and lead them back into captivity. He had led them from Egyptian
bondage 800 years before, and now, because of their infidelity, He would
allow them to return to bondage; this time in Babylon.

They had refused to believe it could ever happen to them. They found their
own false prophets to tell them that everything was fine. They ridiculed
Jeremiah and others who warned of the devastation to come. The Lord spoke
through Jeremiah and put it this way; "Behold, I will send and take all the
families of the north...and I will send Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon...against
this land and against its inhabitants...and this whole land shall be a desolation
and a horror, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years."
(Jeremiah 25:9-11).

Indeed, history shows us that the words of Jeremiah turned into fact as they
were fulfilled down to the last detail. The desolation began with the fall of
Jerusalem to Babylon in 606 A.D. and the first deportation of the best of the
land into slavery on foreign soil. In this number was Daniel who later would
also be a prophet while a servant of Nebuchadnezzar. Further deportations
followed and finally Jerusalem was destroyed, just as the prophets had
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warned. It was seventy years in exile before the repentant remnant of the
people of God were permitted to go back home and begin to rebuild their
devastated cities. It would be the Persians who allowed the rebuilding to
begin by a remnant of what was left of Judah and Israel in 536 B.C. This was, of
course, 70 years later just as the prophet had said.

Believers in God are not surprised to find such prophetic accuracy in the
pages of the Bible. It is exciting for us to investigate such fulfillments as it
deepens our respect for our God's power and wisdom. After Jeremiah's
prophecy began to be fulfilled by the first deportation into slavery, Jeremiah
wrote a letter to those serving in Babylon. These were sad people who had
lost everything; their homes, freedom and in many cases were separated from
their families. They were brought to live in a strange land with strange
customs and language. Jeremiah's instructions to these exiles seem pertinent
to God's people today as we are also exiles in a manner of speaking.

God's Advice to the Exiles-Jeremiah 29:1

The New Testament tells us that men and women of faith have always
looked at this world as only a temporary home. We are invited to approach
life with the same attitude as Abraham and others of faith. “All these died in
faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear
that they are seeking a country of their own. But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; for he has prepared a city for them." (Hebrews 11:13-16).

Our stay in this world is only temporary; relatively speaking. It
corresponds well to the seventy years that Judah spent in exile in Babylon
away from their home. It makes little sense to live with every focus on the
things of this world when the time we spend here is so fleeting compared to
the vastness of eternity. "And if you address the Father as the One who
impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear
during the time of your stay upon the earth...Beloved, I urge you as aliens and
strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul." (I
Peter 1:17; 2:11).

Accepting Life as it Comes-Jeremiah 29:4-7
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Sometimes we are called upon to face tremendous difficulties as a result
of our choosing to follow Jesus. Jeremiah told the exiles of his day to live as
normal lives as possible. He also told them to pray for the welfare of the city
which had taken them captive, much in the same way as Jesus tells us to pray
for our enemies as well as for our government. The New Testament tells us to
let our lives be examples to others (I Peter 2:12).

Patience is a Virtue-Jeremiah 29:10

I am sure that seventy years seemed like a long time for the people, but
that is what had been decreed. There would be no short cuts. God knew how
long and how much. When Daniel saw the seventy years drawing to a close, he
was concerned because he saw no evidence that the captivity was ending.
Gabriel answered Daniel's prayer about this and assured him that all would be
brought about in due time, according to the Lord' word. History affirms that it
was (Daniel 9:1-5; 16-18).

God also knows how long our exile here will last. The Son of God will
one day appear in the clouds to take the exiles home; "..because He has fixed a
day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the
dead." (Acts 17:31). We are encouraged to be patient and wait for that day; to
never give up because the day of our homecoming has already been decided.

Trust God in Everything-Jeremiah 29:11-14

Through all of life's hardships there is one absolutely secure place wherein
we can place our hope and future. God assured the exiles of Jeremiah's day
that He loved them. Even in their bleakest hour God was there and influencing
events toward their proper conclusion. He is still there today. His plans for our
future fill us with hope (1 Peter 1:8,9)

Beware of False Hopes-Jeremiah 29:8,9

It was something people really wanted to believe. The false prophets were
telling them that they would be going home soon; it would not take seventy
years. They were insisting that captivity would soon be over and there were
probably many ears happy to hear the news. But it wasn't true!

Today we have the modern counterparts of these false prophets. Some
promise to make you well if you send them money. Some say they know when
Jesus will come when the Bible says no one knows. Some say God does not
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exist and that there will never be a judgment and so you can live however you
want to without regret. Some say human beings are simply uppity apes. Some
say if you do not get your life right this time, you will come back again
reincarnated as another person. The truth of God is better than the lies of
men.

We are exiles. Sometime we sing a song: “This World Is Not My Home”
that looks to beyond this life to something better; eternal in nature, prepared
for us by the Son of God. Here we are exiles, but we are headed for home. The
journey there will be a success for those who travel the road by faith.

Indoctrination
Ephesians 6:4
By Karl Hennecke

When President Theodore Roosevelt was making a speech in Maine, he
asked if there was a Democrat in the audience. An old whiskered man rose in
the back of the room and said, "I am a Democrat." Roosevelt then asked him
why he was a Democrat. He answered: "I've always been a Democrat, my
father was a Democrat, and my grandfather was a Democrat.”" Roosevelt then
said: "Then if your father had been a horse thief and your grandfather had
been a horse thief, you would be a horse thief?" "Oh, no" the old man replied,
"in that case [ would be a Republican."

The fact remains, that many are what they are religiously because that is
what their parents were. Since that is the case so often let us consider a few
things.

First of all, is it wrong for parents to teach their children what they
believe? Of course not! The children of Israel were reminded on many
occasions that they were to in-struct their children concerning Jehovah God.
In Ephesians 6:4, fathers are told to, "..bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord." We, as Christians and parents are re-sponsible for
the training of our children in the way of the Lord.

But, doesn't this smack of indoctrination, and brainwashing? Don't our
children then become unable to think for themselves and make their own
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decisions about what they believe? I think not. If we are training them
properly, we are teaching them how to think. Often in my preaching I
en—courage people, to examine the scriptures for themselves, that is why I cite
the scriptural references. I warn, "Don't believe just because 1 say it, but
believe it because you see it is God's word." We must do the same as we teach
our children. God says to man, "Come now, and let us reason to-gether, says
the Lord.., If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land;
But if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword; For the
mouth of the Lord has spoken" (Isaiah 1:13-20). God gives us choices and then
expects us to use our reason in deciding which choice to make. We need to
present the choices to our children so that they too can choose between the
alternatives. Hope—fully they will see that choosing to be obedient to God is in
their own best interest.

Ultimately we are all responsible for the things we do and believe. Most
parents are sincere. But many parents have been sincerely mistaken. They
have believed a lie. All of us must be seekers of the truth. This may put us at
odds with our parents on occasion. The Lord realized this and said, "Do not
think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a
sword. For I have come to set man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man's foes
will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than
Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is
not worthy of Me" (Matthew 10:34-37).

We must teach our children the principle found in this statement. We
must teach our children to LOVE GOD more than even us, their parents.

Hypocrisy: How Bad It Can Get
Lk.13:10-17
Warren E. Berkley

“Now as he was teaching in one of thi
there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent
over and could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her
to Him and said to her, *Woman, you a
His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. But

the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed
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on t he Sabbat h; and he said to the

ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath

day .’ The Lord then answered him and

on the Sabbath loose his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead it away to
water it? So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan
has bound — think of it — for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the

Sabbat h?’ And when Hseidvasariesdverd phteoshamet h i n

and all the multitude rejoiced for
(Luke 13:10-17).

This account is from the middle of the book of Luke, so it is another in a series
of many miracles. Some, however, are no closer to the truth and no closer to
acknowledging their own accountability. Some who witness this even want to
use the miracle as evidence that Jesus doesn’t really respect the law of Moses.

This woman'’s infirmity (“crippled by a spirit,” NIV) had lasted for 18 years.
She was so disabled, she was bent over and “could in no way raise herself up.”
Jesus healed her and “immediately she was made straight, and gloried God.”

The multitude “rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by” Jesus
(v.17), but “the ruler of the synagogue” was indignant. Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath and as the ruler applied the traditions and man-made rules, Jesus had
violated one of their rules. [Jesus never ever violated any real law of God.
While God has spoken about the Sabbath and had imposed restrictions against
labor, the law applied against Jesus by the indignant synagogue ruler was not
God’s law; it was man’s law, an unauthorized human addition.]

Jesus responded by showing how hypocritical the ruler was. Typically, the
ruler and other Jewish men would violate their own rules when taking care of
their animals. Jesus A E A Vidla€2 the real law of God, yet he took care of a
person, “a daughter of Abraham who Satan had abound.”

The story shows just how stubborn unbelief can be. After so many miracles
and testimony about Jesus’ power, additional miracles seem to actually have
an paradoxical impact. The witnesses who have already decided to reject
Jesus, harden their hearts against Him with each additional miracle. The
incident shows how stubborn unbelief can be, even in the face of abundant
evidence that Jesus is God’s Son.
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These men have created their own “non-labor law” for the Sabbath (going
much further than the original law God gave). They stretch their own law wide
enough to allow them to take care of their animals, but such “grace” doesn’t
apply to Jesus and a victim of Satanic infirmity.

Once we decide we will not believe something (against the evidence), we may
become so hardened in our unbelief, we become ridiculous (and apparent).
Our reaction is immature and shows our hypocrisy. To make allowances in a
man-made religious law to cover animals, but deny the Son of
God the right to help a “daughter of Abraham who Satan had bound,” is an
example of the level of hypocrisy each one of us should pray and study to
avoid. Healthy, daily pursuit of righteousness can prevent this ugly
hypocritical poison.

“l Am The Resurrection And The Life”

Kyle Campbell

The account of the raising of Lazarus is the climactic sign in the gospel of
John. Edersheim states, “We have here the fullest evidence alike of His Divinity
and Humanity; as regards those who witnessed it, the highest manifestation of
faith and of unbelief.” A number of scholars isolate seven of the miracles of
Jesus in John’s gospel: (1) The turning of water into wine (2:1-11); (2) the
healing of the nobleman’s son (4:43-54); (3) the healing of the impotent man
(5:1-15); (4) the feeding of the multitude (6:1-14); (5) the walking on the
water (6:16-21); (6) the cure of the blind man (9:1-41); and, (7) the raising of
Lazarus (11:1-45).

Each of the seven “signs” of Jesus before His death in the gospel of John
illustrate some particular aspect of His divine authority, but the one in John 11
exemplifies His power over the last and most irresistible enemy -- death. They
are called “signs” (John 20:30) because they point to something beyond
themselves; i.e., the power and ability of Christ. In most cases, these signs
were followed by a confession of belief on the part of many of the witnesses
(2:11; 4:53; 6:66, 69; 9:38; 11:45). The resurrection is not placed in the above
list because it did not actually take place in public sight and was performed on
Jesus Himself. The draught of fishes (21:2-11), the only miracle recorded after
His resurrection, is not considered in the above list because it occurs in John’s
epilogue, which is not a part of the main body of his gospel.
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The belief in the resurrection and eternal life was not introduced by Jesus.
It was expressed by men in the Old Testament (Job 14:12-15; 19:25-27; Psalm
16:9-10; 17:15; 21:4; 49:15; 121:8; 133:3; Isaiah 25:8; 26:19; Daniel 12:2-3,
13; Hosea 13:14). We also have clear evidence from the scriptures that the
issue was debated by the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matthew 22:23-32; Acts
23:6, 8; 24:14-15; 26:6-8). William James said, “The best use of life is to spend
it for something that outlasts life.” With this noble saying in mind, we will
examine this final miracle recorded in John 11:1-45.

Historical Background

Bethany was a small village about two miles from Jerusalem. When
Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha became sick, Jesus said,“ T hi s
is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified
t her ¢h ¥)' The time between Lazarus’s death and Jesus’ arrival at
Bethany was four days. Two full days had intervened between the arrival of
the messengers and Jesus’ departure for Bethany (vs. 6). The trip to Bethany
would have taken at least a day, since Bethany was more than twenty miles
distant from Jesus’ “place” in Perea (10:40-42). Therefore, the death of
Lazarus must have occurred not long after Jesus was first contacted
concerning his illness. McGarvey states, “He delayed that he might discipline
and perfect the faith of the sisters and the disciples. He withheld his blessing
that he might enlarge it.”

As Jesus approached Bethany, Martha came to Him and said, “ L or d,
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou wilt ask of Go d , God wi [(vlss. 28-22¥. &lthough
some attribute this statement to bold faith, her response to Jesus in vs. 39
shows that this is more a nebulous hope than a settled conviction.

The statement that Jesus made in response to her, “ | a Mmesutrdat®dn
and t h é@s ndt irddundaiit. Both of these claims are followed by
subsequent statements, i.e., “ | am the resurrectio

though he were daeamit| g et twhdoaverlivethaad
believeth i n me s h a | These mnalklrstatemiengs. ar'e remarkable
because the second clause reinforces the first. In what is surely one of His
most majestic utterances, Jesus said that He embodied the power to bring the
dead to life.
O) ''iI 4EA DAOOOOAAOQDEIT T

Jesus was proven to be the Son of God by His resurrection (Romans 1:4).

But when He stated, “ | am t he HeensantrthattHe had thenpower
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to raise the dead. But His statement went further, for He truly is the author or

the cause of the resurrection. He had said earlier,* And t hi s I s t
that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have
everlasting |ife: and I(Jomb:40). r ai se hi

Without Christ, there would have been no resurrection at the end of time.
Therefore, His resurrection is critical to the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:3). Paul,
in 1 Corinthians 15:20, callsJesus “ t he f i r st fr ui t He wasf t
not the first to rise from the dead. The Lord had even raised others from the
dead (Luke 7:11-15; 8:40-56). But He was the only one to rise and never die
again! Because of this mind-boggling power, we have assurance of His
promise to raise us from the dead (John 5:28-29).

Weare“ subj ect becausdod sinchimdgieath (Hebrews 2:14-15).
But Jesus is to sit by the Father’s right hand until all enemies are subjected to
Him, and the last enemy is death (1 Corinthians 15:25-26). Because we are
“dead i n our t (Ephssiars 2:52,sve aaerinddesserate seéd
of His power over death. The Lord said,* He t hat beli eveth
wer e dead, vy &dcauss theadkath offClerist deprived death of its
power, the death of a Christian is not technically death.

O) ''iI 4EA |, EAEAOG
Where there is resurrection, there is life. In the prologue of John’s gospel,

he wrote,” | n him was | i f e; and (1t4nhWhen Jésds e w

stated, “ | a m tHameant that He hds the power to bestow eternal life
(John 6:33; 10:28; Revelation 1:18). The one who believes in Christ has
eternal life that transcends physical death. Faith does not preserve us from
temporal death; but when we die, those who believe and obey, in an instant
transition, will be restored to life in the resurrection (1 Thessalonians 4:16-
17). As Christ is the resurrection of the dead, so is He the life of the living --
absolute life, having life in Himself, for it has been given to Him by the Father
(John 5:26).

Barclay writes, “Through Jesus Christ we know that we are journeying, not
to the sunset, but to the sunrise; we know, as Mary Webb put it, that death is a
gate on the sky-line. In the most real sense we are not on our way to death, but
on our way to life.” Jesus gave us “ a b u n d a (fjohn 10:10¥ because our
lives are full of death and we are powerless to stop it. Because of Christ’s

death and powerful resurrection, we can pass from “ deat h (Injdho | i

3:14).

Expository Files 17.4 Page 10

H




O" Al EAOAOO 4EI1 O 4EEOe¢o0

Perhaps this question was asked because it was time for Martha to test her
own faith (cf. John 8:24). Martha’s confession, “ Y e a , Lor d: I
art t he Chr i sfbllowsbtheeworderful camfessidawirdthe Bible
including Nathanael’s (John 1:49), Peter’s (John 6:66-69; Matthew 16:16), the
centurion’s (Matthew 27:54) Thomas’s (John 20:24-29) and the eunuch’s
(Acts 8:37). Perhaps Martha did not know all which that name,“ Chr i st
of Grnvaved, but she was ready to believe what it did involve.

Edersheim comments that this must have been a deeply touching scene:
the outpouring of Mary’s sorrow, the firmness of her faith and the appeal of
her tears. The Jews who witnessed it were also moved and wept with her. It is
recorded of Jesus that He wept three times, and in every case there is the
tragic undertone of man’s doom as a result of his sin. The tears of Jesus show
His humanity and His deity. He came to show God’s love and mercy and to
reveal how God cares for us and enters into our suffering (Hebrews 2:9-10;
4:14-16). The greatest difficulty in the problem of suffering is the fact that God
suffers; yet His sorrowful love for His lost children is the crowning glory of
God Himself.

But one loud command spoken into the darkness brought Lazarus forth. No
one could possibly conceive of a higher power than the power of raising the
dead. Barnes wrote, “Raising the dead implies not merely giving life to a dead
body, but also the power of entering the spirit world, recalling the departed
soul and reuniting it with the body. In the same manner Jesus will raise all the
dead” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53). This miracle shows that this is possible! If we
are faithful, we will be raised on the last day to spend eternity with the Lord of
heaven!* Bel i evest thou this?”

To believe in Jesus means to accept everything He says as true and obey
His words (John 12:44-48; 14:15). When we do this we enter into two new
relationships. First, we enter into a new relationship with God (2 Corinthians
5:14-17). We are reconciled to Him because our sins are washed away
through baptism (Acts 22:16). Second, we enter into a new relationship with
life (Colossians 3:1-11). We turn away from sin and produce the “ f r ui t
S pi (Galdtidns 5:22-23). Life is raised from the death of sin and becomes so
rich that it cannot die but must find in death the transition to a higher life!

-- Kyle Campbell
VOLUME XXXX, ISSUE NO. 23 -- DECEMBER 6, 2009

www.lawofliberty.com — Lufkin, Texas
THE GOSPEL TEACHER

Expository Files 17.4 Page 11

o 1



http://www.lawofliberty.com/

The Meaning of the Words
Topical Article
By Jon W. Quinn

(Note..I am uncertain as to from where I gleaned some of this information.
Several sources were involved. I am happy to have gleaned it, though, and
hope you find it profitable. ]Q)

The Bible is written in words and words mean things. We have several
good English translations to choose from: KJV (1611), ASV (1901), NASB
(1971) and the NK]JV (1979). The Bible is a rather easy book to understand,
much of it is pretty straight forward. God wants us to understand His word, so
He did not write it for the scholar, the genius, the theologian, the scientist, the
professor. He wrote it for people in general. He wants all to come to the
knowledge of truth (1 Timothy 2:3,4; 2 Timothy 2:23-26). Sometimes the
“wise of this age” do not care for the simplicity of the gospel and try to
complicate it or reject it as simplistic or foolish (1 Corinthians 1:18,21-24)

But, even in dealing with simple truth given in simple words, there are
some things which can become confusing if one is not careful. This is true for
any subject in any language. Consider some helpful insights into the nature of
language and words as we approach the Scriptures of God.

Simple Words Can Have Multiple Meanings

Consider the word “cleave”. This word can have exactly opposite meanings!
The KJV says concerning marriage, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
(Genesis 2:24). What does this mean? Look up “cleave” in a dictionary: “to
divide by a blow, as of an ax, to split.” The word “cleave” means to “split” but
another meaning is the opposite... “to adhere, cling.” This verse does not
mean to “divide your wife in two” but to “adhere to”. This is also seen in the
context by the phrase, “become one flesh”.

So, one must check the context in which these words are used to
determine their definitions. This has to be done all the time with all kinds of
communication. It must also be done with the Bible. Taken out of context, I
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could say, “The Bible says, 'There is no God..” It is true that the Bible contains
that phrase; those words in that order. But a look at the context helps us
understand the message: “The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God."”
(Psalm 14:1).

There are rare times when the immediate context is of no help either. In
this case, we must consult what the Bible says about the same thing
elsewhere. The word “hate” means to “have a strong dislike, ill will, or to
despise.” So, what does this mean? "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate
his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26)? Are we to
despise our close relatives? Have ill will toward them?? (Some cults actually
have said so!)

Nothing in the context suggests it means something different from the
common definition, but I know it does mean something different. How? From
what the Bible says elsewhere! The Scriptures teach that we are to love our
relatives (Ephesians 5:25; Titus 2:3-4).

Note similar statements using the word “hate”. Leah was “unloved” or
“hated” (KJV - literal). (Genesis 29:30,31). Jacob loved Rachel more than he
loved Leah. He “hated” Leah not in the common sense of “hate” but rather in
a relative sense. He loved Rachel much more than Leah. “Hate” in this example
means “to love less.”

We must love Jesus more than we love our relatives. It might be that our
relatives become angry at us for being faithful Christians... it happens. We
must love Jesus more (see also Matthew 10:30-39). The word “hate” in Luke
14:26 means to “love less” relative to our love for the Lord. It does not mean
to not love at all.

Different Words Can Have the Same Meaning

Again, that different words can have the same meaning is true in every
subject or topic; not just Biblical studies. A good place to find different words
sharing the same definition is a thesaurus. A thesaurus tells us that words that
mean the same thing as “cleave” include “Stick, adhere, hold fast, clasp,
become attached, cohere.”
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It is very helpful in our study and understanding of the Scripture if we
understand that sometimes the Bible uses different words to describe the
same thing. For example, when looking at all the terms used with reference to
the “church” we will be aided in understanding the nature and necessity of
the church. We will learn that it is Jesus' church, that is built on the rock of
Jesus' identity as the Christ, the Son of God, that not even death can overpower
it, and that it is synonymous with the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:16-
19). We learn that God puts us into the kingdom when we are redeemed and
forgiven and that Jesus is the head of this kingdom, or church (Colossians
1:13-14; 18). We learn that the church, or body of Christ is to be subject to
Christ in all things, and that Jesus is the Savior of the body, or church, and the
saved are members of His body (Ephesians 1:22,23; 5:23, 30). Also,
this “church” or “kingdom” or “body” is also called God's “household” or
family. As God's children, or household, there are family rules and
responsibilities which we accept (1 Timothy 3:15). Finally, not only is the
church God's household, but also His temple, or dwelling place. This involves
building the church on the foundation of the words of Jesus and His apostles
(Ephesians 2:19-22). When we see that these terms can be used
interchangeably, then if we want to learn the truth about the Lord's church,
we will notice what the Bible says about all of them.

But again, it must be remembered that these terms do not always refer
to the church. Remember, words do have multiple meanings. “Kingdom” may
also refer to an earthly kingdom (Luke 21:10) or the future heavenly kingdom
(2 Timothy 4:18). It does not refer to the church every time it is used.

Also, understand this is the way all language works. These “difficulties”
are not peculiar to Bible
understanding. No serious problem exists that is not remedied by reasonable,
careful and honest thought.

The Same Word Can Be Used In Different Degrees or Extents

Sometimes, a word can be used in an exaggerated way (hyperbole) to
get across a lesson. For example, a faithful disciple will place emphasis on
spiritual things (Matthew 6:31-33). We are told to work for our living (2
Thessalonians 3:10; Ephesians 4:28). But what about Jesus' command: "Do
not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to
eternal life...” (John 6:27)? Is this a blanket order for us not to work for
physical food? Of course not. But rather it is that we give emphasis to the
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spiritual. (we do the same thing in everyday language: “He lives to golf... not
much else matters to him” is understood to mean that his interest in golf is so
great it makes his interest in other things appear to be meager.) Jesus is
dealing with our chosen life's purpose.

This is not overly difficult. Many of the so-called Bible discrepancies
alleged by skeptics hinge on a basic misunderstanding (probably intentional)
of these principles. But what will you do with the word of our Lord God? Make
it the central part of your life, and victory will be yours.

Plan of Salvation
By Jon W. Quinn

Plan #1

Announced by the apostles, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to new believers in
Christ who asked what they must do:

Acts 2:36-38

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ -- this Jesus whom you crucified." Now when they heard
this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" Peter said to them, "Repent, and each
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

(Acts 2:36-38).

Plan #2
On the back page of a tract, sinner were urged to pray this prayer to be
saved. This prayer is not found in the Bible; nor were alien sinners

commanded to pray for their forgiveness.

The Sinner's Prayer:
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"0' Lord, I accept that I am a sinner and that Jesus died for my sins. [ now
accept Him into my heart as Lord and Savior asking for your mercy and
forgiveness in His name. Amen."

The editors of Expository Files are happy with plan #1 and thankful to the God
of all grace for it. We cannot recommend Plan #2 at all, but will change our
minds when this prayer can be shown to us in the Bible.

The Final Page 17.4
The Plow Is Manual,
Not Remote Or Automatic!
Warren E. Berkley
“But Jesus said to him, “No one, hav
back, is fit for the kingdom of God’ ,

What if your life was somehow submitted to the Lord on paper? After looking
over the report, He stamps on the top sheet: “Unfit!” Imagine the
disappointment and shame. You have been rejected and you cannot transfer
the guilt, deny the content of your life or make any appeal.

In this verse the Lord is telling us that an absence of commitment will cause
Him to declare us unfit. The advantage we have is, we can read this now and
change the content of the final report. So long as we are alive there is
opportunity to put our hands back on the plow and look straight ahead, living
daily as a citizen in the Lord’s kingdom.

This is all about commitment!

Attendance is a commitment issue. People want preacher’s and elders to
become like truant officers. The problem is not an isolated matter. Reading
Heb. 10:25 over and over and over will not suddenly solve the problem -
because the issue is not ignorance; it is lack of commitment. Ask the few
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people who regularly come Sunday evening services why they come back on
Sunday evening. The answer will show they are committed! Absence is a
symptom. The root cause has always been commitment. [[ understand
legitimate reasons. Most non-attendees cannot claim they ¢ a rbé there for
some legitimate reason. Commitment gets people out.]

Giving is a commitment issue. Giving, all through the New Testament, is an
expression of the content of one’s heart. Those who give grudgingly, sparingly
or merely out of necessity, are in trouble with God. And it is not an issue of
pocket. It is directly related to commitment. “He who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let
each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver,” (2 Cor. 9:6-7). See in this passage where good
giving originates: purpose of heart.

Evangelism is a commitment issue. I've never heard any Christian argue
that we don’t need to talk to people about the Lord or tell them what the Bible
says. You don’t hear that because the New Testament is so clear about God’s
people being the ones who are charged to preach the gospel. Many of the first
Christians “ di d n adaching @eml preaching Jesus as the Christ,” (Acts
5:42). They were committed. If we are indifferent, uninvolved and negligent
about evangelism, our problem is commitment. We may have touched the
plow, but we haven’t stayed on the job.

Responding to the spiritual needs of your brethren is a commitment
issue. If you have read Gal. 5:13, “serve one another,” but you just don’t do
that, the issue at hand is not your ability to digest what the text says. The
problem is not that there are no brethren to serve. You cannot claim you have
nothing to give. Dismiss all the excuses and understand the core issue:
Commitment of heart to the Lord.

This list could be continued. Whatever the command, the activity, the
participation - behind everything God asks us to do and everything provided
for our spiritual welfare, there is this basic: Commitment. If you don’t have
that right, open your eyes, open your Bible, renew your commitment. That
plow the Lord spoke of has no automatic setting or remote control.

Expository Files 17.4 Page 17




Expository Files 17.4 Page 18




